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SEX OFFENDERS.  SEXUALLY VIOLENT PREDATORS.
PUNISHMENT, RESIDENCE RESTRICTIONS AND MONITORING.
INITIATIVE STATUTE.

• Increases penalties for violent and habitual sex offenders and child molesters.
• Prohibits registered sex offenders from residing within 2,000 feet of any school or park. 
• Requires lifetime Global Positioning System monitoring of felony registered sex offenders.
• Expands defi nition of a sexually violent predator.
• Changes current two-year involuntary civil commitment for a sexually violent predator to an 

indeterminate commitment, subject to annual review by the Director of Mental Health and subsequent 
ability of sexually violent predator to petition court for sexually violent predator’s conditional release 
or unconditional discharge.

Summary of Legislative Analyst’s Estimate of Net State and Local Government Fiscal Impact:

• Net state prison, parole, and mental health program costs of several tens of millions of dollars initially, 
growing to a couple hundred million dollars annually within ten years.

• Potential one-time state mental hospital and prison capital outlay costs eventually reaching several 
hundred million dollars.

• Net state and local costs for court and jail operations are unknown.

Analysis by the Legislative Analyst

BACKGROUND

Defi nition of Sex Offenses. Sex offenses are crimes 
of a sexual nature. They vary in type and can be 
misdemeanors or felonies. For example, distribution of 
obscene material is a misdemeanor and rape is a felony 
sex offense. Felony offenses are more serious crimes 
than misdemeanors. 

Punishment for Committing Sex Offenses. Current 
law defi nes the penalties for conviction of sex-related 
crimes. The punishment depends primarily on the type 
and severity of the specifi c offense. Conviction of a 
misdemeanor sex offense is punishable by up to a year 
in county jail, probation, fi nes, or a combination of the 
three. Conviction of a felony sex offense can result in 
the same penalties as a misdemeanor or a sentence to 
state prison for up to a life term. The penalty assigned 
by the court for a felony conviction depends on the 
specifi c crime committed, as well as other factors such as 
the specifi c circumstances of the offense and the criminal 

history of the offender. There are about 8,000 persons 
convicted of a felony sex offense in California each year. 
Of these, about 39 percent are sent to state prison. Most 
of the rest are supervised on probation in the community 
(5 percent), sentenced to county jail (1 percent), or both 
(53 percent).

Sex Offender Registration, Residency 
Requirements, and Monitoring. Current law 
requires offenders convicted of specifi ed felony or 
misdemeanor sex crimes to register with local law 
enforcement offi cials. There are approximately 90,000 
registered sex offenders in California.

Current law bars parolees convicted of specifi ed sex 
offenses against a child from residing within one-quarter 
or one-half mile (1,320 or 2,640 feet, respectively) 
of a school. The longer distance is for those parolees 
identifi ed as high risk to reoffend by the California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR).
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